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2nd Light Infantry; six companies of the 16th Ma-ctiAF.xxvi,
dras Native Infantry, under Captain A. French, of
that regiment, formed a support. The ascent was
exceedingly stoop, in some parts nearly perpen-
dicular, and the enemy showered a well-directed fire
on the assailants as they moved up. Under these
circumstances of difficulty and danger, however,
many succeeded in gaining the summit* Lieutenant
J. Clark, aide-de-camp to General Macbean, with
several of tho gallant 54th, got their hands upon
the trench; but even with, tins assistance, they were
unable to maintain their ground. Large stones
were rolled on them, smallor ouos wore discharged
from bows, and the effect was, that those who had
thus fearfully ascended were violently hurled down
again, lint the attempt was not lightly abandoned,
In despite of the difficulties which opposed them,
the assaulting party persevered until every officer
was wounded; while the troops engaged of every
description displayed tho same gallant and un-
yielding spirit which animated those who led them*
" The conduct of the officers," said General Morrison,
in his official account of the attack, " was emulated
by the men, and European and native troops vied
with each other to equal the example set5i them,
It was now determined to change the point of
attack. The right of the defences appeared to be
the key of tho enemy's position, and though the ob-
stacles were groat, it was resolved to attempt it.
The approach was protected by a small lake; the